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of our irons, so that now wee had but two to hang it by; and our
men began to be desirous to leave the ship and goe into the
Hector to save themselves. Nay, said the generall, wee will yet
abide Gods leasure, to see what mercie He will shew us; for I
despaire not to save ourselves, the ship, and the goods, by one
meanes or other, as God shall appoint us. And with that he
went into his cabbin, and wrote a letter for England, purposing
to send it by the Hector \ commanding her to depart and leave
him there (but not one of the companie knew of this command).
The letter was very briefe, and the tenour litle more or lesse as
followeth:
Right Worshipfull,
What hath passed in this voyage, and what trades I have
settled for this Companie, and what other events have befallen
us, you shall understand by the bearers hereof, to whom (as
occasion hath fallen) I must referre you. I will strive with all
diligence to save my ship and her goods, as you may perceive
by the course I take in venturing mine owne life and those that
are with mee. I cannot tell where you should looke for mee, if
you send out any pinnace to seeke mee; because I live at the
devotion of the winds and seas. And thus fare you well; desiring
God to send us a merrie meeting in this world, if it be His good
will and pleasure.
The passage to the East-India lieth in 62^ degrees by the
north-west on the America side.
Your very loving friend,
JAMES LANCASTER.
This letter being delivered, the generall thought they would
have beene gone in the night, according to their commission;
but when he espied the ship in the morning, he said to me:
These men regard no commission. Now the ship kept some two
or three leagues from us, and came no neerer1; for the master
was an honest and a good man, and loved the generall well,
and was loth to leave him in so great distresse.
And now it was time for us to seeke all meanes that could be
1 Lest the sailors of the Dragon should be tempted to desert her and make
for the Hector.